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will be recognized directly it is seen. There was a
mingling of gold and blue, bright green and rose pink
in one of the ribbons 1 saw drooping from the waist-
line of a pretty little dark serge dress

Black tafieta is to be worn again, and such shades
as prune, téte de negre and old gold are favorites,
prune and téte de negre in dress materials and gold
in trimming schemes, and especially with black in
braided designs.

The prevailing colors of a coat of this description
seen the other day were malachite green, turquoise
blue and a dull topaz yellow, and the dresses to be
worn with it, for there may be always more than one,

must describe it. The frock, which was made of black
ninon, was slipped on over the head, exactly lie a
nightdress, which it resembled in its trimming. For
around the shallow sloped-out neck a ruffle of gold
lace was set, and at the hem there were two little
flounces to match., The waist was spanned by a gold
tissue ribbon belt run through eyelet holes in the ma-
terial, and above it laurel wreaths were embroidered.
This Empire robe was in itself a complete toilet,
and would be worn over a silk slip. The coat of Indian
crépe, which was to be put on above it, was covered
with gold designs and inset with gold lace insertion.
The hem was bordered with gold lace, and at the back

nd fete ae

Warm ' i I 1t e oloring
. he attracts

fieta of which the skirt is made.

i a round decolletage which,

ihe ¢ age 18 ur wi

e the ce 1 the top of the belt, 18 ruffied.
Mousseline de soie fashions it, and it is simplicity 1t-
el

As the new frocks are not only very wide, but very
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~will appeal to the youthful, to whom they give a
But for the rest of fem-
Rinity there are more sedate designs that are infinite-
Iy pretty, and in them the picturesque element need
8ot be lacking entirely

5 a

demure and charming air

BLACK TAFFETA GOWN WITH GREEN CHIF-
FON SLEEVES.

There is, for example, in my mind now a black
tafleta gown, with a full and not eccentrically short
skirt, worn with green chiffon sleeves hemmed u_rilh
#ieel beads and a fichu to match, the ends of which,
dfter having been brought to the back of the waist,
are knotted and fringed with loops of steel headls.
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There is an idea that the fichu suits everyhody, and
it certainly 15 a device that only rarely fails to look
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Made of something specially pretty in broche
mousseline or a rich Oriental stuff, the characteristic
fur border is added, and at the side where the gar-
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girl I saw in a wde circular skirt made of black taf-
feta, with a epiral trimming of narrow black ribbon
velvet and a bolero to match over a high-necked
white satin bodice, fitted closely to the figure, looked
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designer evidently of the same opinion, for he showed
me some charming dresses which had the soft and
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But it is not given t

The sash, tied loosely in the military manner, ap-
pears as the bright accompaniment of many a dark
blue serge frock, and the colors are Algerian, rather
than Roman, It is a subtle difference, but one that

Three charming hats are shown here in the circle, all amall, and in each
the distinctive characteristic is emartness. In the first the white dahlias
with vermilion stripes curve gently into the black velvet of the turban.
In the second militant are the porcupine mounts of téte de négre on the
téte de négre velvet; in the third hat we have dull gold metal roses uniting
the black velvet with the white for.
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in which permission there is virtue, were, firstly, one
of dull black peau de soie, snd, secondly, one of
burnt orange crépe, intertwined curiously with green
metal threads. The crépe dress was of the sheath
order, as befitted its splendor, but the other was clois-
tral in its austerity, falling about the wearer in big
folds and ending at the back in a widely spreading
train.

When fur ceases to make an appeal, and it does
temporarily secede from favor in the spring, returning
when summer is at its heght for an exotic season,
we shall have ruffles of delicate mousseline and lace
upon our indoor coats and on our severely tailor-made
suits silk braid, used as a binding or a bordering. Both
Sraid treatments are very favorite spring trimming
methods.

THE PICTURESQUE HOUSE COAT.

The success made by the house coat is great, and
not to be marvelled at, for this pretty little addition
to a simple afternoon or evening frock makes all the
difference between the commonplace and the pictur-
esque.

There are sleeved and sleeveless versions of the
design of the sleeveless order, made in a moyen-iJe
shape of fine green velvet, with an applique of gold
tissue flowers and leaves, is bordered with black fox,
and is worn over a frock of pale amber crepe de soie.

Another charming design of quite a different char-
acter comprises so completely many of the most
attractive feqtures of the house coat and frock that I

weline de
ed on bodice and sash in gold, is sketched at the left. Of the coat type, the

edged with dull ailver galon.

sate, with hem of gold tissue winding about the lower

The broad erush girdle i3 of silver shot

Lot ovar the eréipe de sois dyess in pale amber shown at the top of the page. The
«d on the bluck for bordered coat are of gold tissue.

were two large rosettes with lappet ends of black tulle,
completing a picturesque and eminently wearable
toilet.

That our frocks must be wearable is demanded now,
Over-elaboration is not desired, and the merely pretty
scheme that looks so tempting is weighed in the bal.
ance of practicability immediately, and refused if it
be found lacking in suitability for presenvtimes wom
poses. That is the secret of the house coat's success,
It is really useful and essentially charming.

In the background nmow, but ready for display the
moment the winter sales are over, are the ecarliest
spring fashions. I know of one grea. and well es-
teemed designer whose first show takes place in a
day or two, and others will reveal their coming de-
signs in the same way in the very near future.

CIRCULAR SKIRT SUGGESTS CRINOLINE,

The circular skirt will make an impression upon
those who seek for novelty, and its “flare” and short.
ness are so pronounced in some cases that the pres-
ence of a crinoline is suggested, though in reality
there is only a soft petticoat beneath. But some of
the overskirts are wired, and as their wearers walk
there is a reminiscence of the movement of the crino-
line. Surely, it will stop at that.

The modern designer is very clever and equally wise,
and as he realizes the devotion of the modern woman
to freedom and ease he contrives to secure the salient
features of the crincline model without its inconveni-
ences, !
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